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darkened with clouds, and a thick rain showered down with impetuosity
just as the Barbarians had assailed the Roman camp. The Romans fought
and drank at the same time, catching the rain, as it fell, in their helmets,
and often swallowing it mingled with blood. Though by this means
exceedingly refreshed, the Germans were much too strong for them; but
the storm being driven by a violent wind upon their faces, and accompanied
with dreadful flashes of lightning and loud thunder, the Germans were
deprived of their sight, beaten down to the ground, and terrified to such
a degree, that they were entirely routed and put to flight Both heathen*
and Christian writers give this account of the victory. The heathens
ascribe it, some to the power of magic, others to their gods, as DID Cassius;'
but the Christians unanimously recount it as a miracle obtained by the
prayers of this legion, as St Apollinaris in his apology to this very emperor;
who adds, that as an acknowledgment, the emperor immediately gave it
the name of the Thundering Legion^ and from him it is so called by Kuschius,*
Tertullian,3 St Jerom,4 and St Gregory of Nyssa,5

The Quadi and Sarmatians brought back thirteen thousand prisoners,
whom they had taken, and begged for peace on whatever conditions it
should please the emperor to grant it them, Marcus Aureiiug hereupon
took the title of the seventh-time emperor^ contrary to custom, and without
the consent of the senate, regarding it as given him by heaven. Out of
gratitude to his Christian soldiers he published an edict, in which he con-
fessed himself indebted for his delivery to the shower obtained^ Mm HAPS, by
the prayers of the Christian^ and more he could not say without danger of
exasperating the pagans. In it he forbad, under pain of death* any one to
accuse a Christian on account of his religion; yet by a strange inconsistency,
especially in so wise a prince, being overawed by the opposition of the
senate, he had not the courage to abolish the laws already made and in force
against Christians. Hence, even after this, in the same reign, many
suffered martyrdom, though their accusers were also put to death; as in
the case of St Apollonius and of the martyrs of Lyons* Trajan had in like
manner forbid Christians to be accused, yet commanded them to be
punished with death if accused, as may be seen declared by him in his
famous^ letter to Pliny the Younger, the glaring injustice of which law
Tertullian demonstrates by an unanswerable dilemma,

St Apollinaris, who could not see his flock torn in pieces and be silent,
penned his apology to the emperor, about the year 172, to remind him of
the benefit he had received from God by the prayers of the Christians, and
to implore his protection. We have no account of the time of this holy
man's death, which probably happened before that of Marcus Aurelius,
The Roman Martyrology mentions him on the 8th of January,